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SOURCE-TARGET RELATIONS MAPPING

RELATED APPLICATION

The present application is a continuation application of
copending application Ser. No. 13/033,431, filed Feb. 23,
2011, entitled “SOURCE-TARGET RELATIONS MAP-
PING,” assigned to the assignee of the present application,
and incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present description relates to a method, system, and
computer program for mapping source-target relationships in
a storage area network.

2. Description of Related Art

One or more hosts may store large quantities of data in a
group of storage units, which is typically controlled by a
storage controller. An example of such a storage controller is
the IBM TotalStorage® Enterprise Storage Server® (ESS). A
storage controller such as the ESS may provide a number of
functions accessible by the hosts for protecting data, backing
up the data, and making the data available for use.

Amongst the functions which may be provided by a storage
controller is a data preservation function which can preserve
an identified set of data at a particular point in time. For
example, the ESS storage controller supports a data preser-
vation function referred to as “FlashCopy” which enables a
copy to be made of a set of tracks in a source volume. One
feature of such data preservation functions is that the data of
the copy is frequently made immediately available for read or
write access. The identified data may be for example, a set of
tracks which can consist of an entire volume, a data set, orjust
a selected set of tracks, for example.

In one mode of a data preservation function, a copy ofall of
the data to be preserved at the particular point in time, is made
by copying the identified data from identified tracks of the
source volume to identified tracks of the target volume, typi-
cally in a background copy mode. In this manner, a relation-
ship is established between those identified tracks on the
source volume and corresponding tracks on the target vol-
ume, in response to a data preservation request. The data
preservation relationship may be initiated in response to the
data preservation request and may be terminated and deleted
when the background copy completes or in response to a
withdrawal command.

However, for some data storage operations, copying all of
the data to be preserved at a point in time may not be suitable.
For example, some storage units are configured for improved
data storage efficiency. Examples of efficiency configurations
include the “Track Space Efficient” and “Extent Space Effi-
cient” volume configurations often used in ESS data storage
systems. A track “extent” typically contains a beginning
track, an ending track, and all the tracks between the begin-
ning track and the end track.

In such volume efficiency configurations, a different mode
of'operation may be used for a data preservation function. For
example, instead of copying all of the data to be preserved at
apointintime, a “block on write” paradigm may be followed.

As noted above, the data preservation relationship may be
initiated in response to a data preservation request and may
end when the background copy completes or in response to a
withdrawal command. There are various reasons for with-
drawing a FlashCopy relationship. For example, there might
no longer be a need for the FlashCopy relationship. In those
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2

and other situations, the withdrawal command may be used to
delete the relationship between the source and target.

In many prior storage systems, a relationship may be
deleted or removed immediately in response to a withdrawal
command. Hence, a new relationship which encompasses
tracks of a prior relationship may frequently be rapidly estab-
lished in such systems following a withdrawal command of
the prior relationship.

SUMMARY

A data preservation function is provided which, in one
embodiment, includes mapping in a plurality of maps for a
target storage device, map extent ranges of each map, to
corresponding target extent ranges of storage locations on a
target storage device. Indicated for a particular map extent
range of a particular map, is usage of the particular map extent
range by a relationship between a source extent range of
storage locations on a source storage device containing data
to be preserved in the source extent range, and the target
extent range mapped to the map particular extent range.

In another aspect, in response to receipt of a data preser-
vation command for an identified source extent range con-
taining data to be preserved on the source storage device, and
an identified target extent range on the target storage device,
a data preservation operation may be performed including
determining whether a map indicates availability of a map
extent range mapped to the identified target extent range.
Upon determining that a particular map indicates availability
of'a map extent range mapped to the identified target extent
range, a relationship between the identified source extent
range and the identified target extent range is established. In
addition, usage of the particular map extent range of the
particular map by the relationship may be indicated by the
map.

In one embodiment, an identification of the particular map
may be stored in a data structure for the relationship, such that
the data structure can indicate usage of the particular map
extent range of the particular map by the relationship.

In another aspect, upon determining that no map indicates
availability of a map extent range mapped to the identified
target extent range, establishing of a relationship between the
identified source extent range and the identified target extent
range may be delayed until it is determined that a particular
map indicates availability of a map extent range mapped to
the identified target extent range.

In some embodiments, upon withdrawing a relationship,
data within the identified target extent range of the withdrawn
relationship, may be copied to older relationships inheriting
the data being copied. Upon completion of the copying of
data within the identified target extent range of the withdrawn
relationship, to older relationships inheriting the data being
copied, it may be indicated that the particular map extent
range of the particular map, is available for usage by another
relationship between a source extent range of storage loca-
tions on a source storage device containing data to be pre-
served in the source extent range, and the target extent range
of the withdrawn relationship.

Other features and aspects may be realized, depending
upon the particular application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates operations of a prior art data preservation
function in an “all copy” mode of operation.

FIGS. 2a-2e illustrate operations of another prior art data
preservation function in a “no copy” mode of operation.
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FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of a computing environ-
ment in which an aspect of the present description may be
employed.

FIGS. 4a-4/ illustrate examples of a table of bitmaps in
connection with operations of a data preservation function in
accordance with one embodiment of the present description.

FIG. 5 illustrates examples of events in connection with
operations of a data preservation function in accordance with
one embodiment of the present description.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of operations of a relationship
establishing function in accordance with one embodiment of
the present description.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of data structures for use with
operations of a relationship establishing function in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present description.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example of operations of relationship
withdrawal and deletion functions in accordance with one
embodiment of the present description.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is appreciated that there may be storage systems in which
there can be delays in completing the deletion of a relation-
ship in response to a withdrawal command. For example, data
may need to be copied from the target before the relationship
is permitted to be deleted or removed in response to with-
drawal of that relationship. As a consequence, in some sys-
tems, establishment of a new relationship which encompasses
tracks of a prior relationship may be delayed until withdrawal
of the prior relationship is completed and the prior relation-
ship is deleted.

In accordance with one aspect of the present description,
and as explained in greater detail below, by providing a plu-
rality of maps for a target storage device, in which each map,
maps extent ranges of the map to corresponding target extent
ranges of storage locations on the target storage device, a new
relationship which encompasses tracks of a prior relationship
may be initiated before deletion of the withdrawn prior rela-
tionship is completed. As a consequence, reduction or elimi-
nation of delays in establishing of new relationships may be
facilitated.

FIG. 1 illustrates one example of one mode of operation of
a prior art data preservation function, referred to herein as an
“all copy” mode, in which a copy of all of the data to be
preserved at a point in time, is made by copying the identified
“point-in-time” data from a source volume 100 to a target
volume 110, typically in a background copy mode. The
source volume 100 and the target volume 110, as well as the
set of data to be preserved, are typically identified in a data
preservation request.

The point-in-time data to be preserved on the source vol-
ume 100 resides on particular tracks, indicated at 120 in FIG.
1. In one prior art device, a relationship 130 is established
between those identified tracks 120 on the source volume 100
and corresponding tracks 140 on the target volume 140, in
response to a data preservation request. The source tracks 120
for the point-in-time data to be preserved may reside in one or
more track extents, each of which contains a beginning track,
an ending track, and all the tracks between the beginning track
and the end track.

In one prior art device, a contiguous set of source tracks
related to a contiguous set of target tracks is referred to as a
“track set.” Each track set provides a data preservation rela-
tionship 130. In some prior art devices, a track set is described
in terms of a source track extent and a target track extent. Thus
one or more tracks may be identified to be preserved but each
track set may require a source extent and a target extent in
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some prior art devices. The data preservation relationship 130
begins in response to a data preservation request and ends
when the background copy completes or in response to a
withdrawal command.

As previously mentioned, in the “all copy” mode of the
data preservation function depicted in FIG. 1, all tracks in the
relationship 130 are physically copied from the source vol-
ume tracks 120 to the target volume tracks 140. In some prior
art devices, the source tracks 120 are copied to the target
volume 110 in the same track locations within the target
volume 110 as the source tracks 120 within the source volume
100. In other prior devices, source tracks 120 may be copied
to the target volume 110 in track locations specified in the data
preservation function request.

As soon as the relationship 130 is established, user pro-
grams have access to two logical copies of the source data.
Access to the point-in-time copy of the data on the source
volume 100 is through reading the data from the target vol-
ume 110. Data that is read from the target storage device
returns source track data from the point-in-time of the estab-
lishment of the “all copy” mode relationship 130. Access to
the point-in-time data is provided without waiting for the
copying of the point-in-time data to the target storage device
to complete. If the point-in-time data requested from the
target storage device has not yet been physically copied to the
target volume 110, the point-in-time data is obtained from the
source volume 100.

The data preservation relationship 130 ends for each track
set when it is copied to the target volume 110. After the
background copy is complete, the point-in-time data on the
target storage device is the same as the point-in-time data on
the source storage device when the data preservation relation-
ship 130 was first established. However, if data is written to a
track that is a target track that was in the data preservation
relationship 130, a read to the updated target track returns the
user-updated data, and not the point-in-time source track
data. Thus, target tracks are withdrawn from the data preser-
vation relationship 130 as soon as any application writes to
these tracks. Similarly, updates to the source volume after the
relationship 130 is established are not part of the point-in-
time copy on the target storage device.

In some prior art devices, it is a requirement of the data
preservation function that the entire source volume and target
volume be involved in the data preservation relationship, even
if selected tracks were specified in the data preservation
request or command.

FIGS. 2a-2¢ illustrate one example of another mode of
operation of a prior art data preservation function for point-
in-time data in connection with a source storage device 200
(FIG. 2a) and a target storage device 210. In this example, the
data preservation function establishes a data preservation
relationship 230 (FIG. 25) for a track set of the source storage
device 200 and the target storage device 210 without imme-
diately initiating a physical copy of point-in-time data from
the source storage device 200 to the target storage device 210.
Hence, this mode is referred to as a “no copy” mode. The “no
copy” mode of a data preservation function is useful in those
applications where space efficiency is emphasized.

In the example of FIGS. 2a-2e, the point-in-time data on
the source storage device 200 is stored on source tracks rep-
resented by tracks 250a, 2505, 250c¢. In establishing the rela-
tionship 230, a set of space comparable to that occupied by
the identified point-in-time data of the source storage device
200, is made available on the target storage device 210 and is
of sufficient size such that it can hold on the target storage
device 210 the entire set of point-in-time data identified for
preservation if need be.



US 9,086,818 B2

5

The data preservation function establishes the data preser-
vation relationship 230 for a track set of the source storage
device 200 and the target storage device 210 without imme-
diately initiating a physical copy of point-in-time data from
the source storage device 200 to the target storage device 210.
Hence, the space made available on the target storage device
210 pursuant to the relationship 230 provides space for pos-
sible future writes up to the entire set of point-in-time data
identified for preservation if need be.

The space made available on the target storage device 210
in association with the relationship 230 is actually used in
response to a request to write new data to update old point-
in-time data stored on the source storage device 200 and
within the relationship 230. If any write activity is initiated to
update a portion of the identified set of point-in-time data on
the source volume, the write to the source volume is tempo-
rarily blocked while that particular old point-in-time data is
first transferred to the target volume (FIG. 2¢) for preserva-
tion ahead of the subsequent update. Thus, in the example of
FIG. 2¢, a write operation is requested to update the point-in-
time data stored on the tracks 250c¢ of the source storage
device 200, resulting in a collision. Accordingly, the point-
in-time data on tracks 250c¢ is physically copied to tracks 260
of the target volume. After the transfer of that old point-in-
time data from source storage device tracks 250c¢ to target
storage device tracks 260 completes, the write to the source
storage device tracks 250c¢ to update the now copied old data
is allowed (FIG. 2d) to complete.

The remaining tracks 250a, 2505 of the point-in-time data
remain uncopied since they have not been updated to this
point. Thus, the point-in-time data physically copied to the
target storage device 210 is limited in this mode, to the point-
in-time data of the source storage device which was updated.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a hardware environment in
which embodiments in accordance with the present descrip-
tion may be implemented. A plurality of host systems 310a,
3105, 310c are in data communication with a storage area
network (SAN) 311 which includes a plurality of storage
devices such as hard disk storage 312 and solid state storage
314. The hosts 310a, 3104, 310c communicate with the stor-
age devices 312, 314, via a storage controller 320 of the
storage area network 311.

The hard disk storage 312 may include multiple direct
access storage devices (DASDs) units for example. The solid
state storage 314 may include multiple Flash memory units,
for example. In this embodiment, the solid state storage 314
has a substantially faster access time as compared to that of
the hard disk drive storage 312. It is appreciated that other
types of storage may be used as well including tape drive
storage.

The host systems 310a, 3105, 310c may be any suitable
host system, such as, for example, a mainframe computer,
workstations, etc., including an operating system such as
WINDOWS®, AIX®, UNIX®, MVS™  etc. AIX is a regis-
tered trademark of IBM; MVS is a trademark of IBM; WIN-
DOWS is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation;
and UNIX is a registered trademark licensed by the X/Open
Company LTD. A plurality of channel paths 3224, 32256,322c¢
in the host systems 310a, 3105, 310¢ provide communication
paths to the storage controller 320. The storage controller 320
and host systems 3104, 3105, 310¢c may communicate via any
network or communication system known in the art, such as
LAN, TCP/IP, ESCON®, SAN, SNA, Fibre Channel, SCSI,
etc. ESCON is a registered trademark of International Busi-
ness Machines Corporation (“IBM”). The host system 310a,
3105, 310c¢ executes commands and receives returned data
along a selected channel 3224, 3225, 322¢. The storage con-
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troller 320 may issue commands to physically position the
electromechanical devices to write data to or read data from
the hard drive storage 312 via a communication path 330a.
The storage controller 320 may also issue commands to write
data to or read data from the solid state storage 314 via a
communication path 3305.

In accordance with one aspect of the present description, a
plurality of maps are provided for a target storage device, in
which each map maps extent ranges of the map to correspond-
ing target extent ranges of storage locations on the target
storage device. Each map extent range for a particular map
extent range of a particular map, can indicate usage of the
particular map extent range by a relationship between a
source extent range of storage locations on a source storage
device containing data to be preserved in the source extent
range, and the target extent range mapped to the particular
map extent range.

FIGS. 4a-4/ show an example of an array 400 of maps
which in this embodiment are bitmaps BM1, BM2 . . . BM5
for a volume of a target storage device such as the hard drive
storage 312 or solid state storage 314, for example. Each
bitmap BM1, BM2 . . . BM5 maps a map extent range to
corresponding target extent ranges of tracks 0-150 on the
target storage volume. Thus, for example, a map extent range
410a of the bitmap BM1 maps to a corresponding target
extent range 0-50 of tracks 0-150 on the target storage vol-
ume. In addition, the drawing of the map extent range 410a
indicates usage of the particular map extent range 410a by a
relationship R1 between a source extent range of storage
locations on a source storage device containing data to be
preserved in the source extent range, and the target extent
range of tracks 0-50 mapped to the particular map extent
range 410a.

The particular relationship using a map extent range of a
particular bitmap may be identified in any suitable manner.
For example, a data structure for the particular relationship
may identify the particular bitmap containing the map extent
range or ranges being used by that relationship. Alternatively,
the relationship identification information may be stored in or
with the bitmap. It is appreciated that other techniques may be
used depending upon the particular application.

To illustrate operation of the array 400 of bitmaps as
depicted in FIGS. 4a-4k, FIG. 5 lists in tabular form one
example of a series of events in which relationships are estab-
lished and withdrawn for a particular source volume and
target volume. Relationships may be established in response
to a data preservation command identifying a source extent
range containing data to be preserved on the source storage
device, and identifying a target extent range on the target
storage device. Thus, in the example of FIG. 5, the relation-
ship R1 between the source extent range of source tracks 0-50
of the source volume, and the target extent range of target
tracks 0-50 of the target volume, is established, and usage of
the map extent range 410a corresponding to target extent
range of target tracks 0-50, is indicated by the “R1” designa-
tion in the drawing of the map extent range 410a of bitmap
BM1 of FIG. 4a. Similarly, in response to a data preservation
command, the relationship R2 between the source extent
range of the source volume tracks 51-100 of the source vol-
ume, and the target extent range of the target volume tracks
51-100 of the target volume, is established. Usage of the map
extent range 4105 of bitmap BM1 is indicated by the “R2”
designation in the drawing of the map extent range 4105 of
bitmap BM1 of FIG. 4a. Likewise, in response to a data
preservation command, the relationship R3 between the
source extent range of the source volume tracks 101-150 of
the source volume, and the target extent range of the target
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volume tracks 101-150 of the target volume, is established.
Usage of the map extent range 410c¢ of bitmap BM1 is indi-
cated by the “R3” designation in the drawing of the map
extent range 410c¢ of bitmap BM1 of FIG. 4a.

In the example of FIG. 4a, the remaining bitmaps BM2-
BMS associated with the target volume are not yet in use by
any relationships. Accordingly, the status of the map extent
ranges of the bitmaps BM2-BMS5 are depicted as available or
unoccupied as indicated by horizontal line hatching in the
drawing of FIG. 4a.

In the example of FIG. 5, following the establishment of
relationships R1-R3, the relationship (which is the relation-
ship R1) for target volume tracks 0-50 is subsequently to be
withdrawn as shown in FIG. 5. However, before the relation-
ship for target volume tracks 0-50 may be deleted, various
clean up operations may need to be performed. For example,
in some embodiments, selected data within the target volume
tracks 0-50 is to be copied to other target volumes or other
target tracks for older relationships that may inherit data from
the target volume tracks 0-50 in connection with a data dedu-
plication process, for example. It is appreciated that types of
“clean up” operations may cause a delay in deleting a rela-
tionship in response to a withdrawal command or following
other relationship ending events. Accordingly, if clean up
operations are to be performed before a relationship may be
deleted, the map extent range 410 may be changed to indicate
a“to be deleted” status as shown in F1G. 4b. In the drawing of
FIG. 4b, a “to be deleted” status is indicated by diagonal
hatching.

The particular state or status of a map extent range (such as
“in use”, “to be deleted”, or “available”) may be identified in
any suitable manner. For example, the status identification
information may be stored in or with the bitmap or in a
separate data structure, for example. In one embodiment, a
bitmap map extent may indicate one of two states, either
available or unavailable (that is, already in use by a relation-
ship which may be either active or to be deleted). In other
embodiments, additional states may be indicated such as
available, in use by an active relationship, and in use by a “to
be deleted” relationship, for example. It is appreciated that
other techniques may be used depending upon the particular
application.

As previously mentioned, by providing a plurality of maps
for a target storage device, in which each map, maps extent
ranges of the map to corresponding target extent ranges of
storage locations on the target storage device, a new relation-
ship which encompasses tracks of a prior relationship may be
initiated before withdrawal of the prior relationship is com-
pleted and the prior relationship is deleted. As a consequence,
establishment of new relationships may be facilitated.

In another aspect of the present description, in establishing
a relationship in response to a data preservation command
which identifies a target extent range, the storage system
determines whether any map indicates availability of a map
extent range mapped to the identified target extent range of
the command. If it is determined that a particular map indi-
cates availability of a map extent range mapped to the iden-
tified target extent range, the relationship between the iden-
tified source extent range and the identified target extent
range is established. Furthermore, the usage of the particular
map extent range of the particular map by the particular
relationship is indicated as described above.

Conversely and in another aspect of the present descrip-
tion, upon determining that no map indicates availability of a
map extent range mapped to the identified target extent range
of a data preservation command, the establishing of a rela-
tionship between source extent range and the target extent
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range of the command is delayed. Once it is determined that
a map indicates availability of a map extent range mapped to
the identified target extent range, the requested relationship
may be established.

Thus, in the example of FIG. 45, the map extent ranges
410a,4105, 410¢ of bitmap BM1 indicate in FIG. 45 that map
extent ranges 410a, 4105, 410¢ of bitmap BM1 are unavail-
able for new relationships. More specifically, the “to be
deleted” relationship R1 is still using the map extent range
410a which is mapped to target extent range 0-50. In addition,
the active or non-withdrawn relationships R2 and R3 are still
using the map extent ranges 41056, 410c¢, respectively, which
are mapped to target extent ranges 51-100, 101-150, respec-
tively.

FIG. 6 depicts one example of operations of a storage
system in accordance with one embodiment of the present
description, in which map extent ranges may be examined for
availability for use in establishing new relationships. In one
operation, in response to a data preservation command, a
request is received (block 600) to establish a copy relation-
ship between a source extent range and a target extent range.
Thus, following withdrawal of the relationship for target
extent range tracks 0-50, the system may receive, for
example, a request to establish a new relationship between
source extent range tracks 0-20 and target extent range tracks
0-20, designated relationship R4 in FIG. 5.

In response to the request to establish relationship R4, the
storage system determines whether any map indicates avail-
ability of a map extent range mapped to the target extent range
identified by the relationship request. In the embodiment of
FIG. 6, the system selects (block 610) a bitmap associated
with the target volume. Thus, the system could initially select
bitmap BM1, for example.

In another operation, the selected bitmap may be examined
(block 620) to determine (block 630) if any part of the
requested extent range of the selected bitmap is already being
used by another relationship. In the example of FIG. 45, the
map extent range 410a of bitmap BM1 indicates in FIG. 45
that map extent range 410a which includes the map extent
range 0-20 is unavailable for new relationships. More specifi-
cally, the “to be deleted” relationship R1 is still using the
portion of map extent range 410a which is mapped to target
extent range 0-20.

Upon determining (block 630) that the selected bitmap is
already being used for at least a part of the requested target
extent range of the new relationship, a determination (block
640) is made as to whether all the bitmaps associated with the
target volume have been examined. If not, another bitmap for
the target volume is selected (block 650) and that next bitmap
is examined (block 620) in the same manner as the previously
selected bitmap BM1. Thus, a determination (block 630) is
made as to whether any part of the requested extent range of
the selected bitmap is already being used by another relation-
ship.

In the embodiment of FIG. 6, the system may next select
(block 650), bitmap BM2, for example. The selected bitmap
BM2 may be examined (block 620) to determine (block 630)
if any part of the map extent range of the bitmap BM2 corre-
sponding to the requested target extent range 0-20 is already
being used by another relationship. In the example of FIG. 4a,
the map extent range 430 of bitmap BM2 indicates in FIG. 4a
that map extent range 430 of bitmap BM2 which includes the
map extent range 0-20 is available for new relationships.

If it is determined that a particular map indicates availabil-
ity of a map extent range mapped to the identified target extent
range of the new relationship request, the new requested
relationship between the identified source extent range and
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the identified target extent range is established. Furthermore,
the usage of the particular map extent range of the particular
map by the new relationship is indicated. In the embodiment
of FIG. 6, the bitmap table is updated (block 660) for the
selected bitmap to indicate that the requested map extent
range of the selected bitmap is being used by the new rela-
tionship. Thus, in this example, the bitmap BM2 is updated in
FIG. 45 to indicate usage of the map extent range tracks 0-20
of'the map extent range 430a of the bitmap BM2, by the new
relationship R4.

In addition, an index value of the selected bitmap may be
stored (block 670) in a relationship entry data structure for the
new relationship. Thus, in this example, an index value of“2”,
for example, for the selected bitmap BM2, may be stored
(block 670) in a relationship entry 710 (FIG. 7) of a table 720
of relationship data structures, for the new relationship R4, to
identify that the relationship R4 is using bitmap BM2. FIG. 7
also depicts data structures for the relationships R1, R2, R3
discussed above, which indicate that relationships R1,R2, R3
are using bitmap BM1 as discussed above and depicted in
FIGS. 4a, 4b.

Thus, it is seen from the above example that although the
clean up operation involving relationship R1 has not yet com-
pleted, a new relationship, R4, may be established for a target
extent range which includes some or all of the target extent
range associated with the prior relationship R1 which is in the
process of being withdrawn but not yet deleted. Accordingly,
the new relationship R4 may be established without waiting
for the prior withdrawn relationship R1 to be deleted.

In the example of FIG. 5, the next event is a request to
establish relationship R5 for target extent range tracks 21-40.
Inthe same manner as described above, a map extent range in
bitmap BM2 for target extent range tracks 21-40 is identified
as available (FIG. 4a) and thus the bitmap BM2 is updated in
FIG. 4bto indicate usage of the map extent range tracks 21-40
of'the map extent range 4304 of the bitmap BM2, by the new
relationship R5. A data structure for the relationship R5 may
also be updated to indicate that the relationship R5 is using the
bitmap BM2.

The next event (FIG. 5) is a request to withdraw the rela-
tionship for target extent range tracks 51-150. FIG. 8 depicts
one embodiment of operations of a storage system for with-
drawing relationships between a source volume and a target
volume. In a first operation, a request to withdraw a relation-
ship between a source extent range and a target extent range is
received (block 800). In another operation, the bitmap for the
relationship to be withdrawn is identified (block 810). In one
embodiment, the bitmap may be identified by examining the
data structures of the table 700 (FIG. 7), for example. Thus, in
the example in which a request is received to withdraw the
relationship for target extent range tracks 51-150, table 700
indicates that bitmap BM1 is being used by relationships R2
and R3 for target extent range tracks 51-150.

Alternatively, the bitmap may be identified by examining
the bitmap table of FIG. 45, for example. Thus, in the example
in which a request is received to withdraw the relationship for
target extent range tracks 51-150, the bitmap table indicates
that bitmap BM1 is being used by relationships R2 and R3 for
target extent range tracks 51-150.

In another operation, the bitmap table for the identified
bitmap is updated (block 820) to indicate that the requested
extent range of the identified bitmap is to be deleted upon
completion of the clean up operation. Thus, in the example in
which the bitmap BM1 is indicated to being used by relation-
ships (here, relationships R2 and R3) for target extent range
tracks 51-150, the bitmap BM1 is updated to indicate that the
relationships (here, relationships R2 and R3) for target extent
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range tracks 51-150 are “to be deleted” as indicated by the
diagonal hatching of map extent ranges 41056, 410c in FIG.
4c.

As previously noted, in some embodiments, before a rela-
tionship for target volume tracks may be deleted, various
clean up operations are to be performed. For example, in
some embodiments, selected data within the target extent
range tracks may be copied (block 830) to other target vol-
umes or other target tracks for older relationships that may
inherit data from target extent range tracks. Until it is deter-
mined (block 840) that any clean up operation has completed,
the clean up operation continues (block 830).

The operations of the storage system continue in accor-
dance with the description above for the subsequent events of
FIG. 5. Thus, FIG. 4¢ shows that in response to requests for
establishment of relationships R6, R7 for target extent range
tracks 41-130, 131-150, respectively, bitmap BM2 is deter-
mined to have available (FIG. 45) map extent ranges for target
extent range tracks 41-130, 131-150, respectively, and
accordingly, map extent ranges 430c and 4304, respectively,
for bitmap BM2 are updated (FIG. 4¢) to indicate usage of
those map extent ranges 430c and 4304 of bitmap BM2 by
relationships (here, relationships R6, R7, respectively). In
addition, data structures for relationships R6, R7 are updated
to indicate that the relationships R6, R7 are using bitmap
BM2.

FIG. 4d shows that in response to a request to withdraw the
relationships for target extent range tracks 0-150, the bitmap
BM2 is identified as being used by the relationships R4-R7
for target extent range tracks 0-150, and the bitmap table for
the identified bitmap BM2 is updated to indicate that the
relationships (here, relationships R4-R7) for BM2 map extent
ranges mapped to target extent range tracks 0-150 are “to be
deleted” as indicated by the diagonal hatching of map extent
ranges 430a-430d in FIG. 4d.

FIG. 4d further shows that in response to a request for
establishment of relationship R8 for target extent range tracks
0-150, bitmap BM3 is determined to have available (FIG. 4¢)
map extent range 440 for target extent range tracks 0-150, and
accordingly, map extent range 440, for bitmap BM3 is
updated (FIG. 4d) to indicate usage of that map extent range
440 of bitmap BM3 by a relationship (here, relationship R8).
In addition, data structures for relationship R8 are updated to
indicate that the relationship R8 is using bitmap BM3.

FIG. 4e shows that in response to a subsequent request to
withdraw the relationships for target extent range tracks
0-150, the bitmap BM3 is identified as being used by the a
relationship (here, relationship R8) for target extent range
tracks 0-150, and the bitmap table for the identified bitmap
BM3 is updated to indicate that the relationship (here, rela-
tionship R8) for target extent range tracks 0-150 is “to be
deleted” as indicated by the diagonal hatching of map extent
range 440 in FIG. 4e.

FIG. 4e further shows that in response to a request for
establishment of relationships R9-R12 for target extent range
tracks 0-150 (collectively) bitmap BM4 is determined to have
available (FIG. 44) map extent range 450 for target extent
range tracks 0-150, and accordingly, map extent ranges 450a,
4505, 450¢, 4504 for bitmap BM4 are updated (FIG. 4¢) to
indicate usage of those map extent ranges of bitmap BM4 by
relationships (here, relationships R9-R12). In addition, data
structures for relationships R9-R12 are updated to indicate
that the relationships R9-R12 are using bitmap BM4.

FIG. 4f shows the bitmap BM4 updated to indicate that the
relationships (here, relationships R9-R12) for target extent
range tracks 0-150 are “to be deleted” as indicated by the
diagonal hatching of map extent range 450a, 4505, 450c,



US 9,086,818 B2

11

450d, in response to a request to withdraw the relationships
for target extent range tracks 0-150. Bitmap BMS5 of FIG. 4f
shows usage of that bitmap by relationships (here relation-
ships R13-R14) which were subsequently withdrawn as well
and are to be deleted as indicated by the diagonal hatching of
map extent ranges 460a, 4605 of bitmap BMS5 in FIG. 4f

In the example of FIG. 5, the next event (following the
withdrawal of the relationships R13-R14) is a request to
establish relationship R15 for target extent range tracks
0-100. In the same manner as described above, the bitmaps
BM1-BMS5 are examined to determine if any of the bitmaps
has an available map extent range which includes the target
extent range tracks 0-100. However, as shown in FIG. 4f,
although all of the prior relationships have been withdrawn,
no bitmap is available because the relationships using those
bitmaps have not yet been deleted. If it is determined (block
640, FIG. 6) that all bitmaps are unavailable for the requested
target extent range, a “try later” is returned (block 680, FIG.
6).

As previously noted, before a relationship for target vol-
ume tracks may be deleted, various clean up operations may
need to be performed. For example, in some embodiments,
selected data within the target extent range tracks may be
copied (block 830, FIG. 8) to other target volumes or other
target tracks for older relationships that may inherit data from
target extent range tracks. If it is determined (block 840) that
the clean up operation for a particular relationship has not
completed, the clean up operation is permitted to continue
(block 830).

However, once it is determined (block 840) that the clean
up operation has completed for a relationship being with-
drawn, the relationship may be deleted. Hence, the bitmap
and data structure tables may be updated (block 850) for the
selected bitmap for that relationship to indicate that the map
extent range corresponding to the target extent range of the
withdrawn relationship is no longer being used by the with-
drawn and now deleted relationship. Thus, if clean-up opera-
tions for relationships R1-R2 have completed, the map extent
range 4104 of bitmap BM1 for target extent range tracks
1-100 may be updated to indicate that the map extent range
410d (which combines map extent ranges 410a, 4105) is
available for use by another relationship, as indicated by the
horizontal hatching in FIG. 4¢. In addition, the data structures
for the relationships R1-R2 may be updated to indicate that
the relationships R1-R2 are no longer using the bitmap BM1.

In the example of FIG. 5, the next event is a retry of the
request to establish relationship R15 for target extent range
tracks 0-100. In the same manner as described above, the
bitmaps BM1-BMS5 are examined to determine if any of the
bitmaps has an available map extent range which includes the
target extent range tracks 0-100. As noted above, the map
extent range 4104 of bitmap BM1 for target extent range
tracks 1-100 has been subsequently updated to indicate that
the map extent range 4104 is available for use by another
relationship, as indicated by the horizontal hatching in FIG.
4g. Hence, FIG. 4/ shows that in response to the retry of the
request for establishment of relationship R15 for target extent
range tracks 0-100, bitmap BM1 is determined to have avail-
able (FIG. 4g) map extent range 4104 for target extent range
tracks 0-100, and accordingly, map extent range 410d, for
bitmap BM1 is updated (FIG. 44) to indicate usage of that
map extent range 4104 of bitmap BM1 by relationship R15.
Inaddition, data structures for relationship R15 are updated to
indicate that the relationship R15 is using bitmap BM1.

As operations continue additional clean up operations may
complete permitting the associated relationships to be
deleted. Accordingly, the bitmap table may be updated (block
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850) for the selected bitmap for the deleted relationship, to
indicate that the map extent range corresponding to the target
extent range of the withdrawn and now deleted relationship is
no longer being used by that deleted relationship. Thus, once
clean-up operations for relationships R5 and R7 have com-
pleted, for example, the map extent ranges 4305 and 4304 of
bitmap BM2 for target extent range tracks 0-40 and 131-150,
respectively may be updated to indicate that the map extent
ranges 4305 and 4304 of bitmap BM2 are available for use by
another relationship, as indicated by the horizontal hatching
in FIG. 4A. In addition, the data structures for the relation-
ships R5 and R7 may be updated to indicate that the relation-
ships RS and R7 are no longer using the bitmap BM2.

In the illustrated embodiment, five bitmaps BM1-BMS are
depicted for use with a target volume. However, it is appre-
ciated that the number of bitmaps may vary, depending upon
the particular application. Thus, for example, in some
embodiments, eight bitmaps may be used. It is appreciated
that in some embodiments, a greater number of bitmaps may
permit establishment of more relationships, yet may delay
clean up operations following withdrawal of relationships.

Additional Embodiment Details

The described operations may be implemented as a
method, apparatus or computer program product using stan-
dard programming and/or engineering techniques to produce
software, firmware, hardware, or any combination thereof.
Accordingly, aspects of the embodiments may take the form
of an entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software
embodiment (including firmware, resident software, micro-
code, etc.) or an embodiment combining software and hard-
ware aspects that may all generally be referred to herein as a
“circuit,” “module” or “system.” Furthermore, aspects of the
embodiments may take the form of a computer program prod-
uct embodied in one or more computer readable medium(s)
having computer readable program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, interconnected storage devices, an array of
storage devices, multiple memory or storage devices or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document, a computer readable storage medium may be any
tangible medium that can contain, or store a program for use
by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
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that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described below with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

In certain embodiments, the system of FIG. 3 may be
implemented as a cloud component part in a cloud computing
environment. In the cloud computing environment, the sys-
tems architecture of the hardware and software components
involved in the delivery of cloud computing may comprise a
plurality of cloud components communicating with each
other over a network, such as the Internet. For example, in
certain embodiments, the system of FIG. 3 may provide cli-
ents, and other servers and software and/or hardware compo-
nents in the networked cloud, with scheduling services.
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The terms “an embodiment”, “embodiment”, “embodi-
ments”, “the embodiment”, “the embodiments”, “one or
more embodiments”, “some embodiments”, and ‘“one
embodiment” mean “one or more (but not all) embodiments
of the present invention(s)” unless expressly specified other-
wise.

The terms “including”, “comprising”, “having” and varia-
tions thereof mean “including but not limited to”, unless
expressly specified otherwise.

The enumerated listing of items does not imply that any or
all of the items are mutually exclusive, unless expressly speci-
fied otherwise.

The terms “a”, “an” and “the” mean “one or more”, unless
expressly specified otherwise.

Devices that are in communication with each other need
not be in continuous communication with each other, unless
expressly specified otherwise. In addition, devices that are in
communication with each other may communicate directly or
indirectly through one or more intermediaries.

A description of an embodiment with several components
in communication with each other does not imply that all such
components are required. On the contrary a variety of
optional components are described to illustrate the wide vari-
ety of possible embodiments of the present invention.

Further, although process steps, method steps, algorithms
or the like may be described in a sequential order, such pro-
cesses, methods and algorithms may be configured to work in
alternate orders. In other words, any sequence or order of
steps that may be described does not necessarily indicate a
requirement that the steps be performed in that order. The
steps of processes described herein may be performed in any
order practical. Further, some steps may be performed simul-
taneously.

When a single device or article is described herein, it will
bereadily apparent that more than one device/article (whether
or not they cooperate) may be used in place of a single
device/article. Similarly, where more than one device or
article is described herein (whether or not they cooperate), it
will be readily apparent that a single device/article may be
used in place of the more than one device or article or a
different number of devices/articles may be used instead of
the shown number of devices or programs. The functionality
and/or the features of a device may be alternatively embodied
by one or more other devices which are not explicitly
described as having such functionality/features. Thus, other
embodiments of the present invention need not include the
device itself.

The illustrated operations of FIGS. 6, 8 show certain events
occurring in a certain order. In alternative embodiments, cer-
tain operations may be performed in a different order, modi-
fied or removed. Moreover, steps may be added to the above
described logic and still conform to the described embodi-
ments. Further, operations described herein may occur
sequentially or certain operations may be processed in paral-
lel. Yet further, operations may be performed by a single
processing unit or by distributed processing units.

The foregoing description of various embodiments of the
invention has been presented for the purposes of illustration
and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit
the invention to the precise form disclosed. Many modifica-
tions and variations are possible in light of the above teaching.
It is intended that the scope of the invention be limited not by
this detailed description, but rather by the claims appended
hereto. The above specification, examples and data provide a
complete description of the manufacture and use of the com-
position of the invention. Since many embodiments of the
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invention can be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention, the invention resides in the claims
hereinafter appended.

What is claimed is:
1. A method, comprising:
mapping in a plurality of maps for a target storage device,
map extent ranges of each map, to corresponding target
extent ranges of storage locations on the target storage
device;
indicating for a particular map extent range of a particular
map, that the particular map extent range of the particu-
lar map is available for the establishment of a relation-
ship between a source extent range of storage locations
on a source storage device containing data to be pre-
served in the source extent range, and the target extent
range mapped to the map particular extent range;
receiving a data preservation command identifying a
source extent range containing data to be preserved on
the source storage device, and identifying a target extent
range on the target storage device;
in response to the command, performing a data preserva-
tion operation including:
determining whether a map indicates availability of a
map extent range mapped to the identified target
extent range; and
upon determining that a particular map indicates avail-
ability of a map extent range mapped to the identified
target extent range, establishing a relationship
between the identified source extent range and the
identified target extent range;
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wherein said indicating further includes indicating
usage of the particular map extent range of the par-
ticular map by the relationship; and

storing in a data structure for the relationship, an identifi-
cation of the particular map which indicates usage of the
particular map extent range of the particular map by the
relationship.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

upon determining that no map indicates availability of a
map extent range mapped to the identified target extent
range, delaying establishing a relationship between the
identified source extent range and the identified target
extent range until it is determined that a particular map
indicates availability of a map extent range mapped to
the identified target extent range.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

withdrawing the relationship;

copying data within the identified target extent range of the
withdrawn relationship, to older relationships inheriting
the data being copied.

4. The method of claim 3 further comprising:

upon completion of the copying of data within the identi-
fied target extent range of the withdrawn relationship, to
older relationships inheriting the data being copied,
indicating for the particular map extent range of the
particular map, availability of the particular map extent
range for usage by another relationship between a source
extent range of storage locations on a source storage
device containing data to be preserved in the source
extent range, and the target extent range of the with-
drawn relationship.
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